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C-130J SUPER HERCULES
The C-130 is one of the most versatile transport aircraft ever built. It is a four-engine military transport turboprop that has been flown by more than 60 nations worldwide, in more than 70 variations. The C-130 can handle a lot of different jobs: troop movement, ice re-supply in the Antarctic and weather reconnaissance, firefighting duties, and relief missions like for Hurricane Katrina and the Indian Ocean Tsunami.

Today’s C-130J Super Hercules transports 33 percent more payload, using half the crew, while burning less fuel and flying faster, farther and higher than its predecessors. Lockheed Martin has gone much farther than simply producing an upgrade to the legendary C-130. Virtually every system, component and structural part of the Super Hercules has been chosen to yield a maximum performance airlifter, which is why the aircraft has so quickly gained worldwide appeal.

Why the popularity

The C-130 has had the longest continuous production run of any military aircraft in history. With its aft loading ramp and door, the C-130 can handle a wide variety of oversized cargo, from utility helicopters and six-wheeled armored vehicles to standard palletized cargo and military personnel. It can airdrop loads up to 42,000 pounds or use its high-flotation landing gear to land and deliver cargo on a variety of rough, dirt landing strips.

The C-130 has a height of just under 39 feet and a wingspan of over 132 feet. There is 360 square feet of cargo space and as much 495 in some models and air speeds from 345 mph to 410 mph. Carrying a maximum payload of 48,000 pounds, the C-130J variant can fly at 28,000 feet with a range of 2,000 miles.

Lockheed has already delivered more than 100 C-130Js to the U.S. Air Force, U.S. Marine Corps and U.S. Coast Guard and over 60 to overseas customers. Sales for the C-130J continue to grow. The popularity of the C-130 has led to even higher production rates to meet future demand.

Triumph Aerostructures’ Role

Scores of people at the company’s Nashville, Tennessee facility have worked on the C-130 program since its launch more than 50 years ago. Lockheed Martin has built more than 2,300 C-130s, and Triumph Aerostructures is one of only three companies that have supported Lockheed since its start.

Triumph Aerostructures makes the aircraft empennage -- the tail surface of the aircraft with vertical and horizontal stabilizers. With the C-130J Super Hercules model, Triumph Aerostructures took on the additional tasks of building the wire harness on the vertical stabilizer and a rear door. More than 100 Nashville mechanics work on the C-130 and deliver approximately three ship set units a month.
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